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Toys, teen gifts and gift cards 

were collected by the Orland 

Fire District for a number of 

weeks before Christmas at all of 

our stations and Admin. 

Building, on behalf of Toy Box 

Connection, a childrenôs not-for

-profit, whose primary goal is to 

touch the life of a child through 

the gift of a toy, book or a day 

of fun.   

Toy Box Connection was very 

concerned before Christmas as 

to how they would be able to 

fulfill orders coming in with not   

THANK YOU TO OUR ALL OUR GENEROUS RESIDENTS  

much inventory, but, as in prior years, 

our residents were very generous and a 

large amount was collected at each of 

our stations and Administration 

Building.   

Toy Box Connection collects year 

round for very worthwhile charities 

near and dear to our heart.  One in 

particular is Camp I Am Me, A special 

and unforgettable one-week camp 

experience for children and teenagers 

who have experienced injuries from 

burns.  For further information on how 

you can help, please visit their website: 

www.toyboxconnection.com. 
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Michael Schofield  

Fire Chief/Administrator   

MISSION STATEMENT 
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ÓÅÒÖÅȢ 

Welcome to the Winter Edition of our quarterly newsletter. 

We made it through the Christmas season without any major weather 

events, and are seeing above average temperatures, at least for now.  

Colder weather brings an increase in Carbon Monoxide alarms. Please 

make sure your CO alarms are near bedrooms and batteries are good.  

Please review all the winter safety tips in this edition so you can be 

prepared. 

As many people witnessed on Monday Night Football, the sudden 

cardiac arrest of a player and the quick response by trainers, doctors 

and paramedics helped lead to a successful outcome because of the 

quick response with CPR and the use of an AED. The success of any 

sudden cardiac arrest is because of CPR, activation of 911 for EMS 

and when possible the use of an AED.  If you do not know CPR, check 

out our class dates and times on our website (orlandfire.org) ð

someoneôs life might depend on what you know and do. 

We are looking forward to 2023 with completion of our new training 

props.  We will see many of our members retire after years of service 
to our residents, and we will be hiring new Firefighter/Paramedics to 
replace them.  

In our Spring New Letter we will have more updates on how the fire 

district is continuing to grow.  Please let us know if there is anything 
you would like to see in our newsletter. 

Stay Safe! 

 

Fire Chief Michael Schofield 
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COMMON INQUIRIES 

Can I Have My Childôs Car Seat Installed in My Car? 

To make sure your child is riding safely, make an 

appointment today to learn how to install your childôs 

car seat correctly with a certified car seat Technician. 

The Orland Fire Protection District teaches and 

assists parents and guardians how to install car seats 

correctly and/or  check the car seat to make sure it 

had been installed properly.   

¶ This service is for District residents ONLY by 

appointment (no drop-ins allowed).  

¶ A valid Orland driver's license and Orland city 

sticker need to be placed on the vehicle and is 

required at the time of the car seat installation for 

proof of residency.  

¶ To make an appointment, call (708) 349-0074 on 

Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 

AM and 4:30 PM. 

),,)./)3 #(),$ 3%!4 ,!7 

Infant to 12 Months Old  Illinois Law requires children under 1 years old and weighing under 20 

lbs. to be in a rear -facing car seat  

Ages 1 to 4 Once a child reaches the maximum requirement of manufacturerõs rear-

facing car seat, children can go to a forward -facing car seat with a 

harness 

Ages 4 to 8 Once a child has outgrown the manufacturerõs specifications for a 

forward -facing car seat, they must go to a booster seat.  Booster seats 

must be used with the vehicleõs lap and shoulder belt, never just a lap 

belt.  

Ages 8 to 12 Children are to stay in a booster seat until they are tall enough to 

properly fit in an adult lap/shoulder belt.  

IN ILLINOIS, A CHILD WEIGHING MORE THAN 40 LBS. MAY BE TRANSPORTED IN THE BACK SEAT 

WITHOUT A BOOSTER SEAT, SECURED WITH A LAP BELT ONLY.  THIS IS DANGEROUS AND MAY 

CAUSE SPINAL CORD INJURY. 
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EMPLOYEE 

SPOTLIGHT 

Joshua Girdick was hired on May 22, 2006, and was initially assigned to 
Black Shift Station 2. After completing his probationary year, Josh became 
involved in both the CART Team and Honor Guard. A few years later Josh 
was involved in the beginning of the Orland Fire Cadet Program and 
currently serves as the Cadet Program Coordinator. Josh was promoted to 
Lieutenant on January 1, 2015, and was transferred to Red Shift where he 
spent a majority of the last several years at Station 5. In addition, Josh has 
served as a Negotiations Team member for Local 2754 for several 
contracts and as the Union President from 2020 - 2022. Josh's newest 
undertaking will be replacing Lieutenant Mark Duke as the EMS 
Coordinator when Lieutenant Duke retires at the end of January 2023.  

Josh and his wife Kristy have one 14 year old daughter, Meghan, who 
currently attends a fine arts high school in Chicago for dance. 

One thing you could tell your 13 year 
old selfðwhat would it be?   

Invest all your piggy bank money in an 
online bookseller called Amazon. 

What is your definition of success? 

My definition of success is happiness. If 
you enjoy what you are doing, whatever 
it may be, you will be successful.  

What are your hobbies and spare 
time activities? 

During my spare time I enjoy watching 
my daughter dance competitively, 
spending time with my family, playing 
ice hockey, golfing, and working on 
cars. 

Do you have any programs that you 

are currently binge-watching? 

Currently I am watching Jack Ryan on 
Amazon Prime.  

  

Q & A  

-%%4 
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How has your position evolved and changed 

since starting at OFPD? 

The fire service is ever evolving and there have 
been many changes. The most notable change is 
how we provide EMS care to the patients we care 
for. Through technology, new knowledge, 
and changes in policies and procedures, the care 
we can provide to a patient prior to their arrival at 
the hospital far surpasses what we use to provide 
patients when I was first hired.  I hope to continue 
this forward momentum with the patient care that 
the Orland Fire District is able to provide to those 
we serve. 

What has been your favorite project/

accomplishment at Orland Fire District? 

The accomplishment I am most proud of within 
the Orland Fire District is the Cadet Program. The 
program has helped countless individuals get a 
start within the Fire Service, and it is great feeling 
to see the Cadets progress through their career and 
obtain their goal of becoming career firefighters 
within Orland or other surrounding organizations. 
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EMPLOYEE 

SPOTLIGHT 

Betsy started working at the Orland Fire Protection District in July, 2013. 
Previous to working at the District, Betsy worked in the Chicago Public 
Schools as a state-certified Teacher. She earned her Bachelorôs Degree 
from St. Maryôs University in Winona, Minnesota in 1990. And a Masterôs 
Degree from National Louis University-Chicago in 1995.  

Over the last 9.5 years, she has earned different certifications through the 
Illinois State Fire Marshalôs Office; such as a Certified Fire Inspector, 
and a Certified Youth Firesetter Intervention Specialist. She became a 
Certified Public Fire and Life Safety Educator through the Illinois Fire 
Inspectors Office.  

Betsy is the proud mother of 4 children, Michael 26, Meghan 24, Billy 22, 
and Brian 19, and  resides in the Chicago-Beverly neighborhood. She is 
engaged to be married to Rich OôBrien.  

 

Q & A  

  
 One thing you could tell your 13 year 
old selfðwhat would it be?   

Listen to your Mom and Dad because, 
most often, they are right! Be 
optimistic; smile often; trust your gut; 
make yourself a priority; and family 
first! 

What is your definition of success? 

Success to me is about being loyal, 
trustworthy, and most importantly, a 
great mom.  Knowing that I raised loyal, 
honest, and kind children is better than 
having all the money in this world.  

What are your hobbies and spare 

time activities? 

I really enjoy spending time with my 
children and family. I like to bake, 
cook, read books, and, take on different 
home projects. I enjoy taking family 
vacations, too.  

Do you have any programs that 
you are currently binge-watching? 

Suits and Jack Ryan on Amazon Prime. 

How has your position evolved and changed 
since starting at OFPD? 

 I feel my position has evolved in many ways. 
When I first started teaching for the district, I 
was only going to speak to the preschool and 
daycare classes throughout our district. Since 
then, I teach other grade levels: Kindergarten, a 
first-grade Adopt-A-Firefighter Program, a 
second-grade Sound Off for Fire Safety 
Program and, a third-grade Learn Not to Burn 
Program. We also offer a monthly meeting 
called Coffee & Conversations for our elderly 
population.  

What has been your favorite project/
accomplishment  at Orland Fire District? 

My favorite accomplishment is when I was 
awarded the Illinois Fire Safety Educator 
Award by the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance. 
And, I received the New Horizon Award, from 
the Illinois Fire Inspectors Association.  

I am proud of our various kidsô camps in the 
summer, and our participation in Dementia 
Friendly Orland Park. We now offer a 
Dementia Memory Caf® once a month here at 
the District. 
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EMS 

Final Thoughts from Retiring EMS Administrator  

Lieutenant Mark Duke    

The future of the Emergency Medical Services 

Division at Orland Fire District is very 

promising. There will be challenges that create 

opportunities for improvement. Sporadically 

now we are confronted with COVID like illness 

in our community that is being managed with 

lessons learned in 2020-2021. We have 

established a new normal where Paramedics 

exercise extra precautions on every call utilizing 

PPE and decontamination methods and products 

that minimize the transfer of illness from 

exposure.  

Call volume has increased considerably in 2022. 

This increase can be attributed to illnesses being 

undiagnosed and untreated over the past few 

years that has lead to more chronic illness. This 

nationwide trend has not bypassed Orland Fire 

District and when chronic conditions become 

acute or severe we would always encourage the 

use of 9-1-1. Orland Paramedics are highly 

trained to manage acute illness and injury.  

Another nationwide trend that is not new but has 

greatly increased is the use of 9-1-1 for non-

emergent calls or ñcitizen assistsò. These calls 

range from help to and from a car or up and 

down stairs to run errands, go shopping or make 

an appointment, or a boost up in the bed. 

Families need to be involved in the care of 

elderly relatives and seniors need to give their 

families an opportunity to be involved in health  

care and daily living decisions. We will never 

deny a request for help but the ever increasing 

amount of citizen assist calls creates the 

potential for a delay in response to an acute call 

for help where minutes and seconds count.  

A changing of the guard has occurred in Orland 

Fire District over the past 5 years. Many have 

retired and so among those I am also retiring 

with over 26 years at Orland Fire District and 

over 16 years as the EMS Administrator. I canôt 

think of any place I would rather have been. I 

have great confidence that my successor with 

the help of a competent and well trained EMS 

staff will elevate Orland EMS to new heights. 

Orland residents are in good hands with a new 

group of young Paramedics that have great skills 
and abilities. They have outstanding leaders 
under whose guidance and direction they will 

continue to find solutions to any problem they 
respond to. There is no community that is safer 
or better equipped, trained and staffed to handle 

the challenges ahead. 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Mark Duke 
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During that last winter storm just before the 

holiday season,  our members responded to 

over 30 calls for service involving pipes that 

burst.  

There are many reasons why pipes may burst, 

but this seems to happen more often when the 

temperature drops.  

Insulate pipes in your homeôs crawl spaces, 

attic, and garage. These pipes are most 

susceptible to freezing. 

Wrap your pipes with heat tape or 

thermostatically controlled heat cables.  Be 

sure to follow all manufacturersô installation 

and operating instructions. 

Install foam pipe sleeves. 

Seal leaks that allow cold air inside, near 

where your pipes are located (i.e. around 

electrical wiring, dryer vents, other pipes), 

with caulk or insulation.  When itôs extremely 

cold, a tiny opening can let in enough cold air 

to cause a pipe to freeze. 

Disconnect garden hoses and, if practical, use 

an indoor valve to shut off the drain water 

from pipes leading to outside faucets, drip 

irrigation systems, and sprinklers. 

Secure outdoor hoses, valves, and faucets 

Let water drip from your faucet overnight, 

preferably from a faucet on an outside wall. 

Adjust the thermostat and make sure your 

heat is ALWAYS on.  

Open cabinet doors to allow heat to reach 

uninsulated pipes under sinks and appliances 

 

Familiarize yourself with the water shut-off 

valve in your home.  Being able to quickly turn 

off the water coming into your home will help 

mitigate the damage to your property 

If you are awayé 

Donôt set the thermostat in your house too low. 

Shut off and drain your water system by 

shutting off the main valve and turning on every 

water fixture (both hot and cold) until the water 

stops running.  Itôs not necessary to leave the 

fixtures open.  But remember, if you have a fire 

protection sprinkler system in your house, it 

may be deactivated when you shut off the 

water!    

Keep your garage door closed 

Finally, if your pipes do freeze: 

¶ Turn on your faucets.  If nothing comes out, 

turn off the water at the main shutoff valve, 

leave the faucets on, and call a plumber 

right away. 

¶ Thaw frozen pipes with warm air from a 

hair dryer, if practical.  Start by warming the 

pipe as close to the faucet as possible, 

working toward the coldest section of the 

pipe.  Never thaw a pipe with a torch or 

other open flame. 

 

 

TIPS TO STOP PIPES  

FROM FREEZING! 

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 
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FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 

 

 

CLEAR FIRE HYDRANTS OF SNOW  

With snow imminent this winter, we would like to take this time to remind you to keep fire 

hydrants clear of snow and ice. It takes five minutes to shovel out a fire hydrant and those five minutes could 

turn out to be lifesaving if a fire breaks out in your home or a neighbor's home. Critical time is wasted when 

firefighters arrive on the scene of a fire and have to dig out a fire hydrant that has not been cleared of snow or 

ice. Here are some notes about keeping fire hydrants clear during the winter months: 

 

¶ Remove snow and ice within a 3-foot perimeter of the hydrant 

¶ Shovel a pathway from the hydrant to the street so firefighters can access it 

¶ Try to remove any ice that might have formed on the hydrant itself 

If there is a fire hydrant in front of your home or 
property, it is YOUR responsibility to maintain the 
hydrant and that it is accessible for the Orland Fire 

District Firefighters at all times! 
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There is something about the winter months 

and curling up with a good book by the 

fireplace. But did you know that heating 

equipment is one of the leading causes of home 

fire deaths? With a few simple safety tips and 

precautions you can prevent most heating fires 

from happening. 

Be warm and safe this winter! 

¶ Keep anything that can burn at least three-

feet (one meter) away from heating 

equipment, like the furnace, fireplace, 

wood stove, or portable space heater. 

¶ Have a three-foot (one meter) ñkid-free 

zoneò around open fires and space heaters. 

¶ Never use your oven to heat your home. 

¶ Have a qualified professional install 

stationary space heating equipment, water 

heaters or central heating equipment 

according to the local codes and 

manufacturerôs instructions. 

¶ Have heating equipment and chimneys 

cleaned and inspected every year by a 

qualified professional. 

¶ Remember to turn portable heaters off 

when leaving the room or going to bed. 

¶ Always use the right kind of fuel, specified 

by the manufacturer, for fuel burning space 

heateÒÓȢ 

¶ Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen 

to stop sparks from flying into the room. 

Ashes should be cool before putting them 

in a metal container. Keep the container a 

safe distance away from your home.   

¶ Test smoke alarms at least once a month.    

¶ Install wood burning stoves following 

manufacturerôs instructions or have a 

professional do the installation. All fuel-

burning equipment should be vented to the 

outside to avoid carbon monoxide (CO) 

poisoning. 
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FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 

(ÅÁÔÉÎÇ  

3ÁÆÅÔÙ  
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Preventing Cold Injury: 

 

¶ Wear several layers of loose clothing 

¶ Wear insulated/waterproof boots 

¶ Carry extra warm clothing 

¶ Eat high calorie snacks 

¶ Protect your face, hands and feet (wear 

hat, gloves and wool socks) 

¶ Limit your exposure to the cold; go in 

and warm up periodically 

¶ Stay dry; remove wet clothing 

Snow Storm Safety: 

¶ Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio and/or 

install a weather app on your cell phone. 

¶ Prepare for power outages and blocked roads 

(Have a blizzard safety kit) 

¶ Do not travel during a blizzard 

¶ Have plenty of blankets ready 

¶ Have adequate snow removal equipment 

(shovels, snow blower, ice melt etc.) 

¶ Consider purchasing an emergency generator 

¶ Have charged cell phones handy  

¶ Cover windows (close drapes and shades) 

and spaces around doors to keep in the heat 

¶ Have a working carbon monoxide detector in 

your home 

¶ Stay Inside! 

 

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 

 

SEVERE WEATHER TIPS 
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DEMENTIA FRIENDLY 

ORLAND PARK  

Signs and symptoms of dementia result when 
once-healthy neurons (nerve cells) in the brain 
stop working, lose connections with other brain 
cells, and die. While everyone loses some 
neurons as they age, people with dementia 
experience far greater loss. While dementia 
is more common as people age (up to half of all 
people age 85 or older may have some form of 
dementia), IT IS NOT A NORMAL PART OF 
AGING. Many people live into their 90s and 
beyond without any signs of dementia. 
 
What is a Memory Caf®? A Memory Cafe is a 
dementia-friendly event where you and your 
loved one can enjoy an outing in a safe and 
comfortable environment.  
How Are Memory Cafes Valuable? Memory 
Cafes allow those living with any form of 
dementia or cognitive decline to enjoy the 
company of those with things in common. No 
judgment, and No awkward encounters.  
What are some Memory Cafe Activities? 
Participants will benefit from a wide range of 
experiences. They will enjoy connections made 
through music, trivia, dancing, crafts, 
socialization, guided reminiscing, painting, 
exercising, and refreshmentsé you name it! 
Each Memory Cafe is different, but they all offer 
very appropriate activities for our participants.  
What was our mission and vision to make 
Orland Park Dementia Friendly? We wanted to 
raise awareness, dignity, and respect in addition 
to enriching the lives of those living with this 
disease in our community. And, our vision was to 
create a welcoming and stigma-free environment, 
in addition to offering social engagement, 
educational events, and continuous support 
through collaborations with our care partners to 
our resident families.  
 

A Dementia-Friendly Community is a city, town, 
or village where people with dementia are 
understood, respected, and supported. In 
a Dementia-Friendly Community people will be 
aware of and understand Dementia, so people 
living with Dementia can continue to thrive in the 
way in which they want and in 
the Community they choose.   
After reviewing the current and future statistics, 
here in the Orland Fire Protection District, we have 
found that this is a problem and that this disease is 
NOT going away but will continue to affect more 
and more people every day, month, and year.  
Therefore, we have provided an outstanding 
resource to our First Responders.  All of our 
Firefighter/Paramedics are Certified First 
Responders Dementia Trained (CFR-DT).  
Each year, from here on out, we will provide free 
education to our community members that want or 
need to be educated on dementia.  Whether it be a 
family member, a parent, a child, a friend, or a 
neighbor with whom you may be in direct contact 
and communication, we want our firefighters and 
community members educated alike.   
Dementia is the loss of cognitive functioningð
thinking, remembering, and reasoningðand 
behavioral abilities to such an extent that it 
interferes with a personôs daily life and activities. 
These functions include memory, language skills, 
visual perception, problem-solving, self-
management, and the ability to focus and pay 
attention. Some people with dementia cannot 
control their emotions, and their personalities may 
change. Dementia ranges in severity from the 
mildest stage, when it is just beginning to affect a 
personôs functioning, to the most severe stage, 
when the person must depend entirely on others for 
necessary activities of living. 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ aŜƳƻǊȅ /ŀŦŞ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǊƭŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΥ 
 
!ƛǎƘƭƛƴƎ YŜƭƭȅ тлу-ноп-мфур 
.Ŝǘǎȅ 5ƛƴŜ тлу-уто-нтпн 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ bh ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  
{ƴŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 



¢ƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ                                                                                        Ϋά 

 

During our in-person visits, there is a lot of role-
playing during the lessons to help each child 
understand the importance of each fire safety message: 
 
¶ Go to a firefighter in an emergency. Young children may be 

scared the first time they see a firefighter in full gear.  This is 

why we show pictures and discuss what a firefighter will look 

like if there is a fire. 

¶ What firefighters wear and why. 

¶ How a firefighter can help if there is a fire. 

¶ Calling 9-1-1 in an emergency. 

¶ And the importance of calling only if there is an emergency. 

There is a discussion on what an emergency is and what is not. 

¶ Matches and Lighters and why NOT to play with them and how 

they belong in a locked cabinet, up high, where they canõt 

reach them.  They are tools, NOT TOYS!   

¶ How smoke is dangerous! And, if they see smoke crawl low 

under the smoke where the air is clean. 

¶ Children should learn to recognize the sound of a smoke alarm 

and that it means to Get Out and Stay Out! They are taught to 

never go back inside for anything.   

¶ Go to their meeting place in front of their home and call 9-1-1 

¶ They learn the importance of practicing a home fire drill with 

their whole family. 

¶ Fire can be many colors, but ALL fire is hot.  Donõt play near 

fire, donõt get too close to a fire and if the fire gets on them 

they need to STOP, DROP cover their face, AND ROLL to put the 

fire out. 

¶ At the end of each lesson, our very own firefighters visit and 

show the children what they look like in their full turnout gear.  

It is important that we teach them that our firefighters are their 

friends and they are there to help and they need not be afraid 

of them.   

¶ Children are taught to crawl to them and never hide for any 

reason.  There is no good hiding spot in a fire.   

¶ They take pictures with them in their gear and see the truck or 

engine in which they ride. 

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 
ORLAND FIREõS PARTICIPATION WITH THE  

SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT  

Every year the Orland Fire Protection District 
conducts annual fire drill evacuations 
throughout the district, in all of our schools.  It 
is required that four times a year teachers and 
students practice the escape plan, so they know 
exactly what to do if the fire alarm goes off in a 
real emergency. It also gives the teachers a 
chance to practice emergency procedures that 
are important in keeping kids safe and 
accounted for during an emergency, or a drill.  
Practice makes perfect.  In all school 
classrooms, there is an emergency escape plan 
posted that shows two ways to exit the building 
from that classroom.   
 
Why is it important for the fire 
department to witness their drills?  
We watch and time the students to make sure 
that, not only are they able to exit each 
classroom quickly, but they need to be quiet as 
they exit the building.  If there is a real 
emergency they are able to follow the directions 
of the teacher.  They are taught to Stop, Listen, 
and Go!  Not only is it important for them to get 
outside in less than 2 minutes, but itôs even 
more important that once outside the teachersô 
can account for each student.  Students are also 
taught that if they are not in the classroom at the 
time of the drill or emergency, they should exit 
with another classroom.  Once outside, tell that 
teacher what classroom they belong in and make 
sure they get to the correct location for 
classroom accountability. Accountability is the 
most important part of this drill. We want ALL 
CHILDREN TO BE SAFE AT ALL TIMES.   
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Remember, Home Safety is still the Parentsõ ResponsibilityñSome 

Important Things to Remember:  

* +ÅÅÐ ÍÁÔÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÕÐ ÈÉÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ɉ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÁÂÌÙ ÉÎ Á ÌÏÃËÅÄ 

ÃÁÂÉÎÅÔɊȢ 

* (ÁÖÅ Á ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÓÍÏËÅ ÁÌÁÒÍ ÉÎ %!#( ÓÌÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅȢ  

!ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÅÁÃÈ ÂÅÄÒÏÏÍ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔÓ Ï×Î ÓÍÏËÅ ÁÌÁÒÍȢ  !ÌÌ ÓÍÏËÅ ÁÌÁÒÍÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙȢ 

* #ÌÏÓÅÄ ÄÏÏÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÏÐ ÏÒ ÓÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÓÍÏËÅ ÁÎÄ ǢÒÅȢ  #ÌÏÓÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÚÅȢ  

* )Ô ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÁÎ )ÌÌÉÎÏÉÓ ÌÁ× ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÈÏÍÅ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÍÏÎÏØÉÄÅ ÁÌÁÒÍȢ 

* $ÅÓÉÇÎ !.$ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ Á ǢÒÅ ÅÓÃÁÐÅ ÐÌÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Ô×Ï ÅØÉÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÁÃÈ ÒÏÏÍ ÏÆ 

ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ 02!#4)#% ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Ô×ÉÃÅ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ  

* #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÅ Ǫ ,ÉÆÅ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ /ÒÌÁÎÄ &ÉÒÅ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ 

ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÔÃÈÅÓ ÏÒ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÆÁÓÃÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ǢÒÅ ɉαΪβȾ βαέ-άαήά ÏÒ ÅȢÄÉÎÅΊÏÒÌÁÎÄǢÒÅȢÏÒÇɊȢ 

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 

The Orland Fire Protection District, along with the Illinois Fire 
Safety Alliance would like to inform all residents of the new 
Illinois Smoke Alarm Act. The Act was updated when statistics 
from around the country indicated that 71% of smoke alarms 
which failed to operate in residential fires had missing, 

disconnected, or dead batteries.  

The Act will require all Illinois residents to replace their old 
smoke alarms with the long-term 10-year sealed batteries 

beginning January 1, 2023.  

The new Act was updated to reflect changes in new 
technologies. At the end of the 10-year life cycle, these new 
Smoke Alarms will automatically alert the homeowner to 

replace the alarm. 

10-year sealed battery smoke 

alarms are powered by sealed lithi-

um batteries that have a life span of 

ten years. These alarms provide 10 

years of continuous protection with 

no need to replace the battery for 

the life of the alarm. All smoke and 

fire alarms should be replaced at 

least every 10 years and tested reg-

ularly to ensure the alarm is func-

tioning properly. At the end of ten 

years, the smoke alarms will give 

an end-of-life warning letting you 

know to replace the alarm.  

DID YOU REPLACE YOUR SMOKE 
DETECTORS IN THE NEW YEAR?  

https://www.firstalert.com/us/en/products/alarms/smoke-alarms/
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We       our Fire Buddy Isla! 

 

Orland Fire Protection District is proud to be involved with Project Fire Buddies, a not-for-profit charitable 

organization that pairs Firefighters with children battling critical illnesses in their area.    

Our sweet little Fire Buddy Isla who was diagnosed with a cancer called Rhabdomyosarcoma in May, 2022.   

Our Firefighters have all enjoyed so many great days with her and were thrilled when she showed up to a 

recent Promotional Ceremony to see her good Fire Buddy Mark get promoted.  Continued strength and prayers 

Isla! 
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